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Einstein’s contention that
“The significant problems we have
cannot be solved at the same level
of thinking with which we created
them” seems to be particularly
appropriate to today.

Imagining that we can fix the set of global problems we have created by our own hand, by using
the same wisdom or methods that got us into this place initially, is folly of the highest order.
The recently completed World Economic Forum meetings in Switzerland, led with a “World of
Worry” Index and the great minds gathered there from the spheres of business, politics, finance,
social enterprise and so forth, were all very pessimistic and gloomy about how to avoid a recession
and how to turn around economies. In fact, some of the more powerful government leaders were
absent from these meetings precisely because their own domestic agendas and problems kept
them home, in an attempt to bring order and stability to their nations. Predictably, the smaller pool
of the “haves” was challenged by the massive pool of the “have nots” and the gap between the
two does not seem to narrow from one year to the next, if this annual event is used as a measure of
progress or decline.
Meanwhile, just a week after this event had taken place, I sat in one of the most inspiring sessions
I’ve been in for a long time. The locality was light years away from the opulence of Davos and
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twenty of us were squeezed into a small boardroom
that was designed for function rather than
indulgence. This was a gathering of the key leaders
of an organization called Siyakholwa that operates
in the space in my country that is occupied by Non
Governmental Organizations, all of whom are
characterized by their interest in the social services
sector. Siyakholwa’s key leaders are fully submitted
to apostolic governance in and their value system is
aligned totally with Church of the Nations’ values.
These values have shaped its growth and
successes since its inception some twenty years
ago. I listened (and interacted to the level that I
could) as these kingdom-minded leaders took the
risk of critiquing their model and re-thinking their
way forward. Instead of simply repeating what they
have been doing as an organization for the last two
decades, they were bold enough to answer certain
crucial questions including, Why do we do what we
do; Who do we do it for; Who do we have in mind
when we do what we do and, Is what we are doing
still true to and eﬀective for the mandate God has
given us? That led to some interesting dialogue and
a re-worked mission statement that emerged,
reflecting a kingdom heart and mind that was not
willing to shrug their shoulders and say, We do not
know the answer to the challenges that face us.
Recognizing the limitations of the wineskin that has
served them up to this point, these leaders were
willing to make adjustments required by both their
relevance and calling. Einstein would have
applauded quietly, this new level of thinking.

The key component was centering Jesus’ heart at the very core of their business and unashamedly
proclaiming that they are here to “… enable individuals and communities who have lost hope by
creating opportunities to improve their quality of life and a better future for families and generations
to come”. And here’s the wonderful thing about this ministry - They’re doing it, and all to the glory
of God. At a very conservative estimate, some one hundred thousand individuals have been
touched by the kingdom through these faithful men and women over the past twenty years. For the
recipients of the grace of God expressed through Siyakholwa, despair has been turned to dancing,
sorrow into joy, hopelessness into solid confidence for the future and curse into blessing. Answers
to the bleakness of a pessimistic future have come in the form of job creation, skills training,
sustainable entrepreneurial opportunities, food being cultivated and much more.
The comparison with the lack of basic solutions evident amongst the jet set leaders, who seem so
far removed from this world while ensconced in the luxury of Davos, is stark!
This article is not to draw attention to the exclusivity of Siyakholwa’s ministry, as there are many
more expressions of these advancing kingdom initiatives within our Church of the Nations family,
where ground is being redeemed daily from the devastation wielded by the enemy.
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Rather, it is an encouragement and call to all of us to
follow suit and hear what the Spirit is saying to us at
this time.
Set against the background of a country deemed to be
a Developing nation, where the signs of poverty and
pessimism are easily seen, it might be diﬃcult to
imagine how Father can use us to build His kingdom if
we live in a so-called Developed nation where these
challenges are not so apparent. What struck me forcibly
as I reflected on the contrast between Davos and
Siyakholwa, was that loss of hope is no respecter of
economic condition, social standing, geographical
locality, financial opportunity or any other category that
separates, divides or describes us. As an evangelist
friend of mine used to say, Jesus came as much for the
Up and Outs as for the Down and Outs. The context in
which I live, in which I work, in which my church might
be based, might be as far as chalk is from cheese from
the desperately needy conditions faced daily by
ministries like Siyakholwa. Yet, the neighbors I live next
door to, the work colleagues I see every week, the
community of which my church is a part could very well
be just as much in need of hope as those who do not
know where their next meal might be coming from and
who see the love of God in action through the practical
interventions of a Siyakholwa.

What we need to have in common is a willingness to ask the hard questions of ourselves first and
then of our churches and ministries - questions like, Am I the possible solution to the “loss of
hope” people where I live out my life? Is our church wedded to a wineskin that might Restrict rather
than Release kingdom advancement for the glory of the King? If the politicians and economists of
our city or nation are looking for answers to the real challenges facing them, are we even on their
radar as far as being the solution they’re looking for; are they being drawn to our “light as kings to
the brightness of your rising” as Isaiah foresaw in chapter 60?
It’s not a question then of whether or not I have abject poverty on my doorstep so I can see the
need. Rather, it’s a daily, authentic surrender to Jesus as Lord and a willingness to be His antidote
to the plague of lost hope wherever that is present.

Keith

KEITH & SHELLEY du PLESSIS
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For any comments, suggestions and news,
please do not hesitate to contact
the COTN Virtual Resource Centre at

W W W . C O T N . O R G
4

