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In 1 Samuel 13:19, a seemingly insignificant
observation is made about the state of the nation of
Israel under king Saul’s leadership - “Now there was
no blacksmith to be found throughout all the land of
Israel….” This was no coincidence, but a deliberate
ploy on the part of their enemy the Philistines, to
ensure the Israelites were not equipped to become
a fighting force against them.

By removing the blacksmiths from the nation, there was no one skilled either to sharpen any
existing tool they might have into a weapon of attack, nor to forge any metal into swords or spears.
In this way, Israel was reduced to a community of harmless farmers and vulnerable neighbors. To
add insult to injury, the Philistines made sure that the Israelites had to come to them in order to
have even their tools to survive as farmers sharpened by foreign blacksmiths and, in so doing,
regulated the pace and price for existence within the neighborhood. Although the parallels to our
day may need no explanation, let me share just a few thoughts on how I understand this passage
relating to us.
In an increasingly complex world, where grey has replaced the standard divide between black and
white and where new words such as post-truth and fake news have been coined to describe the
prevailing climate, it no longer seems easy to identify who or what the church is engaging as an
opposing worldview and it has become an even harder task to be taken seriously within this
complexity. While there are pockets of intellectual resistance from the church, it is more likely that
where it does offer opinion or comment, it is met with ridicule and forced to follow rather than lead
society. Our modern breed of blacksmiths, who speak prophetically to both Church and State, can
find themselves being ignored by the State which does not want to be held accountable and
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So, why do we need the blacksmiths today, those thinkers, spiritual leaders, prophetic voices
that hold the church accountable in the face of the onslaught it faces? Reverting to 1 Samuel
chapter 13 again, I suggest that such individuals:

1. BRING PERSPECTIVE WHEN WE RUN AHEAD OF OURSELVES
In verse 3, Jonathan and a force of one thousand men overrun and drive out an occupying
garrison of Philistines at one of the outposts of Israel’s territory, Geba. While there’s nothing to
suggest how big the Philistine army was at that spot, the victory serves as a morale boost for the
whole nation. Just how much it meant is seen in verses 3 and 4. Saul announces this localized
victory to the entire nation and, as the value of the victory increases, so too does the
exaggeration. Not only is Saul accredited as the victor but the whole of Israel is portrayed as
having become a stench to the Philistines. They were now a dangerous force to be reckoned
with because they had overcome a division of the enemy’s army and had made a dent in the
prevailing climate.
Given the challenges we face as we seek to build Christ’s kingdom in an increasingly hostile
environment, any inroads we make and any victories we gain are certainly worth celebrating.
However, we need to remain grounded at such times and recognize that a victory in one area
does not make us competent or ready to take on every challenge that comes our way. Gaining
ground or standing our ground in the context of our local community, neighborhood or city and
even gaining respect from those
spheres for what we do in the name of
Jesus, does not of necessity mean that
we are ready to face something on a
larger scale. That Israel was being
taken seriously by the Philistines as a
foe to be respected, was true only in
the minds of the Israelites and they
were totally unprepared for what came
next.
Modern spiritual blacksmiths in the
form of sober-minded prophetic voices,
help keep the balance between
legitimate celebration for making
inroads into the kingdom of this world and a healthy respect for what still lies ahead as the battle
intensifies.

2. RECOMMISSIONING INTIMIDATED BELIEVERS WHO EVADE A HIGHER
CALLING
The extent to which Saul and his leaders had miscalculated what they really were up against is
seen in verses 5 to 7. Defeating a garrison was one thing, but now the scale of the Philistine
military force is revealed and it is not pretty. Thirty thousand chariots AND six thousand horsemen
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undervalued by the Church, which wants to follow its own agenda. Either way, the nations are
poorer when the sharpening edge of that prophetic voice that speaks to both State and Church,
is removed and substituted by alternative authorities to which we appeal for our validation.

In the face of such outnumbering, the Israelites run for cover. They are humiliated and defeated.
Their weapons are inferior and the proximity of the enemy makes them realize that they have
been completely outmaneuvered. Though they had been successful in Geza, it is now clear they
had been fighting the wrong battle. It’s the equivalent of the old criticism of the church that says
we are answering questions nobody is asking. The game-plan has moved on and we have been
out thought.
Post-truth is defined as circumstances in which objective facts are less influential in shaping
public opinion than appeals to emotional and personal belief. In an article on the advent of posttruth, Professor A.C. Grayling speaks of the “i-bite” phenomenon, where strong opinion can
shout down evidence. In other words, the louder the noise I make in putting forward my opinion,
the more I intimidate you and the more likely you are to become unsure of your position and back
off.
Think about where we feel most vulnerable in engaging the kingdom of darkness and it is highly
likely to be in the area of philosophies, world views and the push to become tolerant at the
expense of any one distinctive persuasion. The more the church withstands these in the name of
Biblical truth, the louder the voices of opposition rise and the greater the pressure to withdraw if we
cannot comply with the wishes of the amassed lobby groups that appear to outnumber and out
shout us. And, if we have been outmaneuvered in setting the agenda and we continue to answer in
a way that seems to belong to an outmoded age, what option do we have but to withdraw? As I
write this article, this very scene is playing itself out in Australia, where the population is being
asked to vote in a referendum on whether to change the nation’s marriage law to allow for same
sex marriage. The public debate has moved way beyond the actual issue at hand and has become
a test of which worldview prevails in that nation. Ironically, much of the Yes vote sympathy that
existed before the campaign began, is beginning to swing the other way, simply because of the
level of intimidation ordinary Australians are seeing being meted out against especially the Christian
opposition voice. Loud is not necessarily Right or desired and the church is not called to withdraw,
even if it appears to be outnumbered and outmaneuvered.
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AND so many foot soldiers that they are numbered in terms of sand on the seashore!!! And,
what is even more intimidating is that this mighty force has made a quiet but steady inroad into
the heart of Israel’s territory and they are camped much closer to the ordinary lives of the people
of Israel than anyone had imagined. While Saul and Jonathan had been concentrating on the
garrisons or small forces stationed on the borders, the bulk of the Philistines had come in
through the back door.

The instruments mentioned in verse 20 were all farming implements that were meant to ensure
the Israelites’ survival. The Philistines had confiscated all the swords and spears in the nation
and left them with only those tools that were deemed unsuitable for the Israelites to amount an
offensive against them. These instruments reinforced the idea that Israel was welcome to live
alongside its more progressive neighbors, so long as they limited themselves to those activities
that were domestic by nature. They could farm, they could care for their needs, they could even
enjoy a peaceful co-existence and not be threatened in terms of what they got up to, so long
as it did not interfere with or threaten the welfare and practices of their neighbors. Thus, Israel
was reduced to a shadow of its former self and owed its welfare to the goodwill of its neighbors
allowing it to survive.
What Israel overlooked however, was that the very instruments it had available, though meant
for agriculture, all had a cutting edge to them and, when used correctly, could well be utilized as
a means of warfare against its neighbors where they were least expecting to be overcome. The
problem was that these edges were blunt because of the absence of blacksmiths in the land to
keep them sharp, hence the reason for the nation resigning itself to the role prescribed for it to
play by its superior neighbors. Israel as an effective engaging force for good had become
redundant. The longer Israel became accustomed to the idea of blunt ploughshares and the
more they became used to the safety of domesticated life, the more that became the norm for
them and the greater the possibility for them to believe that this was how life should be. No one
bothered them; no one fought with them; everyone got on with life in a peaceful co-existence.
The frightening thing is that we can become so accustomed to the way we do things in our
church life, so settled in the user friendliness of our practices and the rewards that brings, that
we can overlook that we are operating with tools suited to survival and domestic usage. Such
tools, when needing to be deployed to stand up to the prevailing climate and needs of the much
bigger neighborhood, can have limited impact as they have become blunt in the absence of the
challenging voice of a blacksmith in our ranks.
The clamoring voices that make the most noise today and the issues that make the headlines
today, will be tomorrow’s redundancies and there will be new voices and new issues with which to
contend. This is not the time for those who represent the kingdom of our God and of His Christ to
allow themselves to rest content that we have won small battles and taken some ground off the
enemy’s garrison. This is not the time to buy into the prevailing climate of post-truth reality and
believe we have nothing to offer to that world. This is not the time to reduce Christ’s commission to
us only to the confines of where our Biblical worldview is respected and unchallenged, while truth
is being redefined by those who shout the loudest.
This is the time for the kind of courage displayed in
1 Samuel 14, where two men refuse to be intimidated by
the apparent overwhelming odds at play, show a tenacity in
the Spirit not to play the role assigned to it by the
opposition and trust God for a strategy to establish His
glory in the land.

Keith

KEITH & SHELLEY du PLESSIS
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3. ROUSE US FROM RESIGNATION TO ENGAGEMENT

KINGDOM CLIP OCTOBER 2017 IMPACT THOUGHTS FROM OUR 45 YEAR JOURNEY

“Father’s Desire to give us the desires of our heart:”
This Kingdom truth has been made real so many times to me and Marilyn as we have
pressed in to seek first His Kingdom. A few days ago was another of those times when I had
a desire met to visit Wittenberg Germany, the birth place of the reformation, a few days
before the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s nailing of the Ninety-five Theses.
As I stood in that beautiful city in front of that door, the
words that Luther received around that time, “The Just
Shall Live by Faith.” echoed in me. What it meant to me is
too much to share in this clip but enough to say that I
was so moved by the thought of the fruit of a moment of
revelation to change the world.
Keep living by faith, and I pray as you do you too will
experience Father granting you the desires of your heart
and that you receive revelation that will impact your
world.

Tony

TONY & MARILYN FITZGERALD

COTN 2018 DATES

19-22 APRIL 2018

27 SEPT -1 OCT 2018

9 SEPT 2018

www.cotn.org

DURBAN

USA CRUISE

For any comments, suggestions and news,
please do not hesitate to contact
the COTN Virtual Resource Centre at communication@cotn.org
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