
REPORT FROM DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS 

Dear , 

Through your support, Doctors Without Borders (MSF) has been assisting victims displaced and cut off 

from medical care by recent flooding in Malawi. 

We’d like to keep you, our supporter, informed on the situation on the ground, where MSF has been 

responding to the floods since 9 January 2015. It is through your ongoing assistance and trust that 

we are able to offer swift reaction in emergency situations. 

Despite the waters receding in Malawi, up to 20,000 people in the southern tip of the country have been 

cut off from the rest of the country without food, health care and ways to prevent possible outbreaks. MSF 

is providing support to local health authorities in Nsanje and the East Bank district, and has set up mobile 

clinics in Trinity and Makhenga. The teams are providing water treatment kits, mosquito nets, latrines and 

surveillance for the prevention of malaria and waterborne diseases. 

MSF is the first relief organization to set up a continuous presence providing medical care in Makhenga, 

where about 5, 000 people have found refuge from the floods. While humanitarian relief is underway in 

the more accessible districts of Chikwawa and Nchalo, there are an average of 130 consultations 

performed every day in MSF’s mobile clinic in Nchalo. “Many people have lost everything, so now 

even more than usual people need access to medical care,” says Dr Liesbet Ohler, MSF’s medical 

coordinator. Provision of clean water and sanitation facilities are a priority, as is the distribution of 

mosquito nets. 

We checked in with Julien Lefevre, MSF’s deputy field coordinator in Nsanje, Malawi. Julien assessed the 

dozens of evacuation centers set up in the district in a reconnaissance mission. 

You’ve surveyed the area by air. What does it look like? 

The large plains have transformed into a lake, and now that the waters are receding a few islands have 

appeared. The most shocking is to see people stranded in the middle of nowhere, some wading in water, 

struggling to reach even slightly higher, drier ground. 

What other issues do you foresee? 

The high risk of malaria is a major concern at the moment. We’ve already detected cases among young 

children and, with water everywhere, the breeding ground for mosquitos has expanded. We can foresee a 

spike in the number of cases in the next few days. Because people have lost everything, one of our major 

priorities is the distribution of mosquito nets. 



Another point of concern is the ARVS supply: In an area with a 16% HIV prevalence many people are 

not able to receive their ARVs and MSF is looking at possibilities to fill gaps. 

Despite current interventions, long term solutions need to be found for people whose crops, which are the 

primary mean of subsistence for 85% of the population, have been completely destroyed in the flood. 

TO FOLLOW THE SITUATION ON THE GROUND and support our teams please go to our website. 

Thank you. As always, with your help, our teams will strive to provide the best medical care possible. 

 

 

https://msfza.civi-go.net/profiles/civigo_master/modules/contrib/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=21296&qid=

